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Localism, Landscape, and the Ambiguities of Place is about the German nation state and the German-
speaking lands beyond it, from the 1860s to the 1930s. The authors explore a wide range of subjects: 
music and art, elections and political festivities, local landscape and nature conservation, tourism and 
language struggles in the family and the school. Yet they share an interest in the ambiguities of German 
identity in an age of extraordinarily rapid socio-economic change. These essays do not assume the 
primacy of national allegiance. Instead, by using the ‘sense of place’ as a prism to look at German identity 
in new ways, they examine a sense of ‘Germanness’ that was neither self-evident nor unchanging.

‘Localism, Landscape, and the Ambiguities of Place is an outstanding edited collection that will have 
to be read by anyone with a serious interest in Imperial Germany ... This is truly a fabulous and path-
breaking book that makes an invaluable contribution to the study of German history.’
     Jan Palmowski, University of Warwick

‘A fresh and evocative study of the interplay between landscapes and localities in the shaping of modern 
German culture, politics, ideology, and identity.’
     Michael B. Gross, East Carolina University, Central European History

David Blackbourn is the Cornelius Vanderbilt Distinguished Chair of History at Vanderbilt University.

James Retallack is Professor of History and German Studies at the University of Toronto.
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